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A statement issued by the Ministry of ( ommunications and Information

echnology - Republic of Yemen

On the occasion of the World lelecommunication and Information Society Day

Monday May 17, 2021

The world celebrates the World Telecommunication and Information Society Day under the slogan
(Accelerating digital transformation in difficult times). which is the anniversary that brings to the fore the role
and duties of the international community towards Yemen and its urgent humanitarian responsibility in
providing the necessary protection to maintain the infrastructure of the communications and information
technology sector, neutralize its services and ensure the continuity of its access to millions of Yemeni
civilians, as a human right guaranteed by international laws and covenants. in light of the vital importance
of information and telecommunication technology that is relied upon as part of daily life and is linked
to various basic and humanitarian services, after it has proven its necessity to continue living, saving
lives and preserving economies, During the past two years, it was one of the main lines of defense in the
confrontation of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. What the international community calls for
on World Telecommunication Day makes the international community once again in front of the moral and
humanitarian responsibility towards the rights of the Yemeni people and enabling them to obtain basic
communication services, and taking serious action to put an end to violations of international law and human
rights charters To a person against the violations and arbitrary practices committed by the countries of the
coalition of aggression on Yemen led by Saudi Arabia, which would not have continued without the open
international silence and weakness.

The fifty-second anniversary of the World Telecommunication and Information Society Day comes to address
one of the important issues of accelerating digital transformation in difficult times. while Yemen still for more
than six years, has been under the influence of an aggressive war during which the infrastructure of the
communications and information technology sector was subjected to a massive military and economic
aggression that resulted currently the following:

e The bombing and destruction of more than (1041 ) civilian communications facilities in a systematic
manner and according to precise coordinates, which were targeted by more than (2409) airstrikes.
which resulted in the total destruction of 32% of the infrastructure of the communication network,
beside claiming the lives of dozens of martyrs among the employees working in the field of
communications. and caused the isolation of more than 87 Yemeni villages and cities from the world.
without any consideration of the fate that awaited millions of civilians in Yemen.

¢ Banning the import of communications equipment and systems of civilian use. and preventing their

entry into Yemen, which are relied upon in the maintenance and_opgration of telecommunications
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services. and the restoration of networks. exchanges and facilities destroyed by the air bombardment.
which resulted the failure to restore service to the affected areas. and depriving Yemen from
developing basic telecommunications and Internet services as a right guaranteed by international laws
and charters.

e The expansion and development of international Internet capacities to Yemen has stopped. as a result
of'the aggression’s countries preventing the International Telecommunication Company (TeleYemen)
from completing projects of marine internet cables owned by Yemeni Telecom and preventing Yemen
from using them. To this day. the aggression coalition is still preventing the completion of the landing,
installation, and operation of the SMWS5 cable and its unloading station at Al-Hodeidah city.

* Targeting the technical, land installations. and administrative system of telecommunications
companies and institutions operating in Yemen. through the establishment of illegal entities by some
parties aimed at splitting and splitting segmentation the national telecommunications network. the
operating mobile phone companies. isolating the eastern and southern governorates. and damaging the
Yemen International Internet Portal.

* Atthe height of the spread and outbreak of the new Corona virus (Covid 19). the aggression launched
by the coalition countries led by Saudi Arabia escalated its air strikes against communication facilities
and stations, which made Yemenis vulnerable to the spread of the epidemic as a result of disrupting
communications and internet services that are relied upon to facilitate the communication and
contacting process, and cut the information of following the policies of social distancing and
orientation towards work and distance learning.

The Ministry of Communications and Information Technology in Yemen, expressing its strong condemnation
of the continued silence and international complicity regarding the suffering of the Yemeni people, taking the
occasion of the World Telecommunication and Information Society Day to renews its call to the United
Nations. the International Telecommunication Union. and all humanitarian and international organizations to
stand seriously before what the infrastructure of the communications network and Information technology is
exposed to in Yemen for more than six years, and asks those authorities the following:

First: Immediate intervention and serious work to stop all forms of war and destruction targeting the
communications infrastructure and the Internet. and ending all arbitrary measures that cause the deterioration
and decline of telecommunications services in Yemen.

Second: Forcing the countries ofaggression to lifi the stifling siege and the ban on entering communications
equipment, devices. and systems for civilian use, and to facilitate their entry into Yemen.
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Third: Serious and responsible work to allow Yemen to install the SMWS5 submarine cable and its branching
stations in Hodeidah, which are owned by Yemeni Telecom.

Forth:

Fifth: To carry out its humanitarian and legal responsibilities and to ensure the protection of individuals
working in the field of telecommunications. and to adopt an independent and professional approach to
telecommunications institutions. companies and services in Yemen.

Sixth: We call on the United Nations. the International Telecommunication Union, and the humanitarian and
specialized organizations to support and adopt the restarting and delivery of telecommunications services to
the community that the war caused to stop in Yemen in a way that contributes to alleviating the suffering of
the Yemeni people.

Seventh: The Ministry of Communications and Information Technology in the Republic of Yemen holds the
countries of the coalition of aggression led by Saudi Arabia, responsible for all military and economic crimes
that the communications infrastructure was subjected to and all the disastrous effects resulting from them.

Eighth: The Ministry of Communications and Information Technology affirms its call to the international
community, the International Telecommunication Union. and the United Nations human rights and
humanitarian organizations to carry out their imperative duties to ensure that remaining the lowest levels of
human rights for civilians in Yemen. and that they bear the responsibility for any silence or neglect of this
call and the previous repeated calls, and from the consequences of collusion with the aggression of the
coalition Saudi-led on Yemen.

Issued by the Ministry of Communications and Information

Technology - Republic of Yemen

Sana'a - Monday - Mavy 17, 2021
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